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I sat on a rooftop at a secluded hotel off Melrose. Clear skies and a warm sun—ain’t nothing like a Saturday morning
in West Los Angeles after a good rain storm. Where else could you see a gay couple tanning in their Speedos, Verdine
White (Bass player for Earth, Wind, & Fire) passing by in a Blazer, Irish pop artist Samantha Mumba reading a script pool-
side, and watch a pale-skinned heifer doing swimming pool exercises while waiting for Royce and posse to show up for
some quick shots? Actually the boys were late and I had to experience it all for another hour.

I flipped through his track on the iPod while waiting. I reflected on who this guy was and how big I thought he deserved
to get. Royce Da 5’9” is the emcee Eminem was talking about when he first got signed to Shady/Aftermath—the one on
Em’s first album doing “When Bad Meets Evil.” Eminem signed him commenting that Royce was the one to look out for.
In short, he beefed with Slim’s crew D-12 and got dropped. Death Is Certain is his official sophomore release—he did two
mixtapes after the heavily bootlegged 2002 debut of Rock City V2.0—and, thanks to DJ Premiere, Asar, and Carlos “6
July” Broady (veteran of Hitmen, P. Diddy’s production squad), it’s one of those albums you let play start to finish.
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2NR: Just to clear things up, are there any disses or bad-
mouthed references to Dre, Eminem or Fifty on the album?
59: I make references to Eminem but they’re not disses. As
far as Fifty Cent, I would never diss him. I don’t have any
problem with Fifty. I had a small beef with D-12 a while
back. They wrote a record about me and I wrote one bout
them. It’s been squashed and we’re not enemies.

2NR: I liken hip hop’s music [re]development to the way
rock or jazz introduced their different genres. What is hip
hop to you?
59: I say it exactly like you said it. The hip hop you listen
to as you grow up is going to be hip hop to you. A lot of
young cats are going to be more learnable to a different
type of hip hop. What they are listening to now is their root

but it’s not the same for us. Hip hop is every aspect of rap
in your own way of life. What matters is which type you
like that you’ll stand up for. I respect what J.D. and Master
P are doing. It allows us to expand. It’s all hip hop. I just
stand up for the real MCing of it. That’s all.

2NR: Some emcees read books for ammo.
59: I could read a book in a day but I won’t be real good at
explaining what that book was about. I won’t read The
Source unless it’s an article about me. I skip through and
read the captions. That’s basically my read-through. My
mind works a different way. When I write my rhymes I
gotta write them fast.

2NR: So you’re normal. Where are you today musically and
mentally?
59: My direction for my music is to do stuff that I’m com-
fortable doing. I want to be comfortable playing for some-
body and them knowing its “me.” For the year? I just want
to stay working. I don’t want to get out of that studio
unless I have to go on the road. I want to do as many
shows as possible. I want to grind myself the old fashioned
way. I don’t want to play myself out with radio play. I want
to stay in my element.

2NR: Are you listening to any artists in particular?
59: Not really. I don’t get into the albums but I’m partial to
artists like Jay-Z, Eminem, Nas and Jadakiss. I don’t want
to concentrate on any one artist because I don’t want to be
influenced. Although, I’ll listen to mixtapes—it’s my way of
keeping my ear to the streets. As far as listening to
music…I listen to music that I’ve been doing. I want to try
to figure out how to make it better.

2NR: Is Royce the same person onstage as he is off?
59: Onstage I’ll let you know what I want you to know.

Offstage you might find something different. I’m a real cool
person but I really don’t loosen up unless I’m around “my
people” and my family. I love laughin’ and watchin’ funny
stuff. I won’t act hard by sitting around watching Scarface.
I’d much rather listen to the Jerkey Boys. But when it’s
time to get on that mic, I get serious. I don’t play.

2NR: In 1996 you just graduated from high school and basical-
ly started writing rhymes. Who or what were your inspirations?
59: All through high school I listened to NWA, The D.O.C.
and Public Enemy. In 1996 it was Redman. Back then he
was my hands-down favorite rapper. I look to my experi-
ences. I look at my son, my people, my friends—people
who depend on me.

2NR: How does it feel working with Premier, Neptunes,
Amerie and Carlos Broady?
59: It’s self-fulfilling. I learned from working with them and
I picked up a few things. I may not be able to do it the way
they do, but I take it and factor it into what I do and what
I want. I think that’s what helps me become that complete
artist that I aspire to be.

2NR: Back in the day handshakes were as common as a sig-
nature. Have you lost any trust in this business of hip hop?
59: Yeah. I’m one of those types of people that is lured into
people. That is my downfall. Knowing that weakness and
having had experiences with people I’ve met in the past,
I’ve learned to not embrace people as easily as I once did.
When I meet people for the first time they might see it a as
arrogance. But really it’s more like I gotta get to know you.
I’m not quick to embrace you or be nice to you because we
meet for the first time. That’s something you gotta earn
with me. Once I let you in I’m gonna be loyal to you and be
stuck with you. The only way we could part ways is if you
do something wrong to me.

ALBUMS
2004 DEATH IS CERTAIN
2003 BUILD & DESTROY: THE LOST SESSIONS PT. 1
2002  ROCK CITY [VERSION 2.0]

ADDITIONAL APPEARANCES
2002 GAME TIGHT
2002 MAJOR LEAGUE ENTERTAINMENT: 

SUBWAY SERIES VOLUME 1
2002 ONE BIG TRIP
2001 BRACE 4 IMPAK
2001 I WANNA BE BAD
2001 SLIM SHADY LP
2000 HIP HOP 101
2000 LYRICIST LOUNGE VOL. 2
2000 SCARY MOVIE
2000 THE PROFESSIONAL PT. 2

DISCOGRAPHY

• WEBSITE: WWW.ROYCEDA59.COM
• ROYCE'S REAL NAME IS RYAN MONTGOMERY
• ROYCE IS 22 YEARS OLD 
• HIS BIRTHDATE IS JULY 6, 1977
• HE STARTED RAPPING IN HIS SENIOR YEAR OF HIGH
SCHOOL JUST FOR FUN.
• ROYCE REALLY IS FIVE-FOOT NINE AND WEIGHS 165LB

FYI
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2NR: Give me five tips for aspiring artists.
59: One: Patience is a virtue. Some of the things that you
want to happen won’t go the way that you planned. Little
things may come but your ultimate goal is not going to be
easy. It’s going to be hard but you just gotta keep going.
Two: You gotta be prepared. When preparation meets
opportunity you’re going to seize the moment. You will win
every time. Three: Stay humble. Nobody likes a jackass. Be
yourself. Don’t think that you have to be a certain way just
to sell records. Do what comes natural to you and you’ll
find that shit will come to you instead of you chasing it.
Four: Work hard. You’re never working hard enough. If
you’re tired and didn’t get sleep—it’s not hard enough. Do
more.
And five: Keep your nose clean. Try not to do stuff that’ll kill
your brain cells. You’re going to need your brain to come
up with that next hit. Chill out and save it till you’re about
my age. Then you can drink how I drink.

2NR: And what is your favorite drink?
59: Bacardi Limon! Get me that sponsor!

2NR: If you weren’t rapping now what would you be
doing?
59: I would have the same mindset. With whatever I chose
I would have focused all my energy and tried to be the best
at it. If I chose to be an auto mechanic, I would have been
the best auto mechanic or I’d try to be the best one.

2NR: Is it time to get paid?
59: Yeah, it’s time to get paid. But I ain’t going to reach for
it by playing myself for it. It’s going to come to me. Just
gotta be patient.

2NR: In the spirit of Rakim, what is your favorite dish?
59: Chicken. Fried. Baked. I don’t even have a preference.

2NR: Seemingly, every artist has an unsigned obligation to
the crew. What are yours for D-Elite?
59: My obligations are to guide them and make sure they
don’t make the same mistakes I made. It’s given that
they’re gonna make mistakes, but I guarantee they are not
going to be the same ones I made. I want to make sure
they’re successful and build their buzzes—their own
buzzes—without their career depending on the success of
mine. I’m gonna stand behind my crew. If they fail, I fail.
We’ll all do it together.

2NR: Give me a one-line diss for import cars.
59: You mean like those little cars that be in The Fast and
the Furious? I don’t wanna dis those cars. I might get
jumped by…just put down “No Comment.”

ROYCE DA 5’9”

KOCH RECORDS

HE’S A VERSE KILLER THAT’S GOT FLOW FOR DAYS. DEATH IS

CERTAIN DEBUTS AT NUMBER 5 ON BILLBOARD’S INDEPENDANT HIP

HOP CHART, FALLING IN LINE AFTER THE YING YANG TWINS, AND LIL

JON—HE’S THE THIRD MOST POPULAR INDIE RAPPER IN THE COUN-

TRY AND ARGUABLY THE DOPEST HOLD-HIS-OWN EMCEE TO APPEAR

IN A WHILE. NEVERMIND THAT HE FIRST GOT INITIAL PUSH FROM

EMINEM AND DR. DRE, JUST UNDERSTAND THAT THOSE TWO GUYS

WOULDN’T PICK FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE BARREL. THE FACT IS, IF

HE HAD MORE DOLLARS FOR PROMOTIONS HE WOULD HAVE EASILY

TOPPED THE HIP HOP CHART AS WELL. IN SUM, THIS ALBUM WILL

SPARK A NICE FIRE, FAN ITS FLAMES AND WILL PROVIDE ENOUGH

HEAT FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR. CARLOS BROADY (THE PRODUCER

FOR BIGGIE’S LAST ALBUM) DOES MOST OF THE TRACKS, WHILE DJ

PREMIERE MAKES THE SINGLE RELEASE “HIP HOP” A GENUINE

FUTURE CLASSIC.

—ROYCEDA59.COM

DEATH IS CERTAIN

I AND ME - ROYCE DA 5’9”

Intro
Royce is goin to ****ing kill you
Ha, true mother****ers know
This be the realest ish I ever wrote
Yeah, up in the studio gettin blowed
Truest ish I ever spoke

Verse 1
How can I go from rockin wit Dre, to fallin out
Wit Shady, and popin my glock on the block to droppin on Koch!
Mistakes that I’ve made, I’ve learned to regret
Impatiently we blazin them AK’s, to earn the respect
(I) done been in the trenches for years, in this rap ish
Where my name is mentioned is fear, compared to that ish
(I) done paid my dues, (I) done learned more from my mistakes
Then I learned in any grade in my school
(I) could have made you today, (I) could raise ya brow
On a label that’s foul or on a major with radio play
(I) could guide myself, through the game myself
Give you the chills, kill hip hop, and save myself
(I) learned to behave myself, people choose sides when
They figure you die, I learned they take away my wealth
All these n****z that used to page me, everyday that I dealt
But they all gone, y’all wrong, (I) page myself, because

Chorus
I do this music for me, I take time and put pride in it
This music is me, it’s no ruinin me
I’m the truest MC, as hot as you need me to be, as cool as can be
If you was true as me, then this for you, but I do it for
I do this music for me, I take time and put pride in it

This music is me, it’s no ruinin me
I’m the truest MC, as hot as you need me to be, as
cool as can be
If you was true as me, then this for you, but I do it
for me

Verse 2
Every breath I breathe, every second I have

To be in the lab, wit young man, makin a track at least
In the basement, rappin in peace, Patiently Waiting
To blow up and grow up, back and away from this rappin beef ish
All of that should cease, cause I feel like quittin
Back to the factory, rap for ME, when I feel like spittin
Go out and kill a clown a day, don’t call me Royce no more
It’s Ryan, I just threw Detroit’s crown away!
It’s only so many times, I could let my temper get tested
I can’t handle it, I’ll eventually get aressted
I’m on the verge of doin some things, that won’t help - ish!
Take myself away from my family, is so selfish
I can’t help ish, lately I been ignorin rules
You takin care of too many people, to go and lose
(I) do my music and speak truely, without the influence of movies
Or these fools in the street, that wanna do me, n****

True mother****ers know
This be the realest ish I ever wrote
Yeah, up in the studio gettin blowed
Truest ish I ever spoke
Yeah, hopin you true mother****ers know
This be the realest ish I ever wrote
Yeah, up in the studio gettin blowed
Truest ish I ever spoke
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