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REQUIRED.INTERVIEW
PEANUT BUTTER WOLF

I've been rocking a Peantbutter Wolf shirt since his
My Vinyl Weighs A Ton days. I'm kind of tired of
answering the “What’s a Peanutbutter Wolf” question.
In a nutshell, he started his own indie record label in
1996—Stones Throw Records—and runs it with the
love of a fan. The only difference is that this fan pro-
duces what he personally likes (regardless of poten-
tial mass unit sellers) and lets the major labels take
the rest. Peanut Butter Wolf has 75 products that he
likes. He's not a bazillionaire yet but damn his shit is
dope. Be sure to check out his website www.ston-
esthrow.com. | got a chance to shoot out a few ques-
tions before he headed out on a tour in Europe. BTW
his Jukebox 45s album is on stands—listen to his
take on jazzy/funk flavored hip hop.

NAME Peanut Butter Wolf ALIAS Anything but
Peanut. AGE 32. HOMETOWN Los Angeles, Calif., via
San Francisco via San Jose. YEARS spinning/produc-

ing spinning since ‘83 in the bedroom—since ‘92 in
the clubs; producing since ‘86. AWARDS Goldie (Bay
Guardian music award in’98). CURRENTLY ROCKING
U.S., Canada, Europe, Japan, Australia. CONTACT
Depends what for. FAVORITE DRINK Water. FAVORITE
MEAL Sushi, Taco Bell.

How 1s 1T THAT You sPIN IN Europe? Because they
know how to have a good time, and so do I.

Do YOU SEE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN AND
Awmerican crowps? The U.S. crowds have been pre-
dominantly male, about 80%. The ratio goes down in
bigger cities like New York, the Bay and Los Angeles,
but there’s a lot of staring and not enough dancing.
Europe, you can get away with integrating a lot more
different kinds of music in your sets. As a rule, the fur-
ther you go from home, the more of an event it is for
people to see you.

WHAT WERE YOUR EARLY INFLUENCES IN Music? Now?

‘80s disco/funk. ‘80s disco funk.

Do You HAVE A DRUG OF cHoice? | have an addictive
personality with everything | do, so | stay away from
all drugs except for caffeine, sugar, red meat, and
alcohol. I've tried pot, mushrooms, and ecstacy and
got paranoid with each of them.

Do YOU THINK COLLEGE TAUGHT YOU/COULD TEACH YOU
ABOUT “THE Business”? | went to college for business,
but I'm really bad at applying what | learned to my
company. A business degree gets you into the frame
of mind more than teaching you any specific thing.

Do You HAVE A POP ARTIST FAVORITE? UNDERGROUND

FAVE? A FAVORITE NOT on Your LABEL? No and no. As far
as stuff not on my label, Madlib’s unreleased stuff
isn’t on my label (yet).
WHAT WAS YOUR MOST REWARDING PROJECT? My first
album (My Vinyl Weighs A Ton) was rewarding
because it was difficult to get all the guest MCs and
DJs on it and make it a cohesive thing that you can
listen to from start to finish. | felt a sense of accom-
plishment when it was all said and done.

You GET THREE WisHES...1. To make a positive
impact on people and change lives. 2. To have more
employees at Stones Throw. 3. Inner happiness.

WHAT’S THE HARDEST PART OF BEING B0ss? Who said |
was boss?

THE ULTIMATE ACCOMPLISHMENT FOR PEANUT BUTTER
Worr 1s... To start and finish my singing album.

IF IT WASN’T THE MUSIC CAREER THEN... | would be a
Psychologist.

2.www.importtuner.com
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